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Mission Statement
We aim to be a friendly, welcoming family, encompassing people of all
ages, which joins together in faith to worship God joyfully and prayerfully.

We endeavour to express God’s love in the way we live our daily lives and
show love to others in the way we act and speak.

We seek to encourage and nurture those we meet, whether friends or
strangers, while affirming our faith in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Saviour.

www.whitburnsouth.org.uk

   fb.com/whitburnsouth

Charity No. SCO 01053



Brief History
The present church built in 1730 is one of two listed buildings in Whitburn.
Our church was gutted by fire on 17th December 1955.

It was restored to its present form and re-dedicated on 11th November
1959. It has a seating capacity of approximately 240.

The church halls were built in 1963 and an extension added in 1992. The
present manse was built beside the church in 1973.

Dear Bought Bess

Buried within the graveyard of our church are the remains of the first born
daughter of bard Robert Burns.

More information on the history of the church can be found
via the following link www.whitburnsouth.org.uk
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Church Management
Church Membership

Our roll currently comprises of 323 members with an additional 50 names on the Supplementary Roll as well as 12
Adherents. We have a regular attendance of approximately 100.

Kirk Session

Our Kirk Session is composed of 29 Elders and 1 co-opted member with a balanced gender mix. It meets on a
regular basis. Most elders serve a small geographical district while those without a district (office bearers) have
other specific duties. 4 elders were ordained and 2 admitted on 9th December 2018.

Congregational Board

Our Congregational Board has an equal number of elders and non-elders presently totalling 24. Again, there is a
balanced gender mix. The board meets bi-monthly and comprises three operating sections dealing with Finance,
Property & Fabric plus Fund Raising & Events.

Weddings, Funerals & Baptisms

Over the past few years, we have averaged around 20-25 funerals each year, either within the church, one of the
local funeral parlours or within West Lothian Crematorium. Our minister has officiated at weddings and baptisms
as and when requested.

Church Office.

We have recently increased the specification of our copying and printing equipment, which is
housed in the office in the halls.
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Church Buildings
Our church has a traditional interior within the 18th century walls giving it a unique
character. We benefit from two ancillary rooms adjoining the church as well as a wc (for
minister’s use) and have a security alarm system fitted. We have installed full gas central
heating, an induction loop system, PA system and recording equipment to record our
church services. Space for wheelchair users has been incorporated into our pews with a
wheelchair also located in the church for anyone who requires the use of one during

The manse, a detached bungalow, stands in a moderately sized walled garden
adjacent to the church. Accommodation comprises living room, dining room,
kitchen, four bedrooms (one with en-suite facilities), study and bathroom. It is
heated by gas central heating and has been fitted with a security alarm linked to a
monitoring agent. Externally, there is a separate single garage and paved paths
around the house.

Our church halls are situated across the road from the
church. Accommodation comprises of a large main hall, a
smaller hall, 2 meeting rooms, office, a large kitchen with
a gas fired oven unit, ladies, gents and disabled toilet
which incorporates a baby changing unit. There is a large
tarmac car park adjacent to the halls. As well as being
utilised by the various church organisations, the halls are
used by external organisations e,g, sporting, community
services and religious conferences.



Whi burn
Sou h
Parish Church

Church Services
Worship - Morning worship is held weekly throughout the year commencing at 11.00am each Sunday. Members of the
congregation assist by reading the bible passages. Music for our services is provided by our organist playing on a
Viscount organ and/or Electric keyboard. We currently use CH3, Mission Praise and occasionally hymns from other
sources. We also incorporate services led by Elders and members of the congregation. Communion is celebrated 4
times a year in March, June, September and December. Informal communion has also been celebrated after worship
on specific occasions. Tea and coffee are served in the hall after worship. We hold a number of special annual services
which incorporate services for the main festivals, re-dedication of our organisations, Harvest Thanksgiving and
Remembrance Sunday. These are all services of public worship. We have also enjoyed joint services with Brucefield
for special events.   The current COVID restrictions have not stopped us from worshipping together, with recent
services being broadcast live on Zoom.  Links to the recorded services can be found both on our Facebook page and
website so that the congregation can watch again.  We have fully embraced this new technology and certainly see it
as an area of further development.

Kirk Choir - The choir plays an important part in leading the congregational praise in worship at each Sunday morning
service. At most services the choir sing an introit and item of praise during the offering. The choice of music varies
from traditional hymns to modern praise items. The choir occasionally joins with our neighbouring church, Brucefield,
to lead evening services and perform items of praise.

Young Church - Young Church is for young people between the ages of 3 and 10 years old each Sunday morning. The
young people have fully trained leaders to guide them, with ‘Spill the Beans’ being used at present. The Young Church
also participate in communion services.

Youth Bible Study - The Youth Bible Study is aimed at 11 years and upwards and is very relaxed and
informal, working from the youth Bible.

Crèche - A crèche is available each Sunday morning for children under the age of 3.



Church Organisations
Boys Brigade - “Sure & Steadfast” Founded in 1964, our company
meets on a Wednesday evening during school term and has boys
aged between 5 and 19 years old. We offer a varied achievement
programme and are active within West Lothian Battalion. Anchor
Boys: 5yrs-7yrs; Junior Section: 8yrs-10yrs, Company Section: 11 yrs upwards.

Girls Brigade - “Seek, Serve and Follow Christ” Founded in 1990, our company is
thriving. We meet on a Tuesday evening and have girls ranging from 5 to 17 years old. Christian
values play a large part in the programme and our company is active both in the life of our
Church, wider community and Division. Explorers: P1-P3, Juniors: P4-P7, Brigaders: Secondary
school ages.

Friday Coffee - The Church Halls are open every Friday for coffee, tea and fellowship and this
attracts both church members and people from the community.

Prayer Shawl Ministry - The Prayer Shawl Ministry was started in May 2014. Ladies from various churches in the
area meet every month in our church hall. We knit prayer shawls and twiddle muffs which we donate to care
homes and day centres in West Lothian. In addition, we knit garments for premature babies in St. John’s Hospital
and the River Kids Charity in Livingston. It is a joy to share the fruits of this ministry throughout the community.

Bible Study and Prayer Group - Our previous minister guided a small but enthusiastic group in
bible study and prayer. They meet on a Monday evening discussing a variety of topics.
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Church Publications
Linkline

We produce a Church magazine ‘Linkline’ on a monthly basis with contributions from many sources. Typically, this
includes ‘Message from the Manse’, financial updates, organisations and other church activities. We print copies
for those who do not have access to computers but mainly distribute electronically.

Greeting Cards

Greeting cards are printed and distributed at Easter and Christmas.

Finance

Our Church is fortunate enough to be able to contribute fully to the National Ministry and Mission Fund. The
congregation gives using a combination of envelope schemes and direct giving via bank standing orders and we
promote Gift Aid. We run successful fundraising events during the year to boost our regular monthly income. The
Congregational Board has available relatively modest funds which have been accumulated over a number of years,
including bequests for specific purposes. These are managed by the Treasurer in accordance with the conditions
attached to each. We pride ourselves on meeting our obligations and make suitable payments to those who
provide services for us. We adopt a prudent approach to safeguarding assets through full insurance and regular
maintenance as required. Notable financial achievements over recent years include organ replacement, purchase
of pew bibles and a significant contribution towards the cost of replacing the main hall roof
and associated repairs following storm damage. In addition to this, the congregation makes
generous contributions to a number of outside organisations, both on a regular basis and for
one-off causes. Recent examples of regular causes include Blythswood Shoebox Appeal,
Erskine Hospital and one-off appeals have been donated to Social Bite, Street Pastors.
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Outreach
Whitburn South Parish Church is part of a School Chaplaincy Team involving Brucefield Church of Scotland and Whitburn
Pentecostal Church. The team covers the primary and secondary schools in the town providing class talks as well as ‘end
of term’ church services for Harvest, Easter and Christmas. The congregation also support the local primary school
through a range of practical and financial means, using talents (craft workshops), time (reading assistance) and materials
(snacks, Christmas and Easter treats and clothing).

Our town has a very active Foodbank and we support this when we can, but in particular at harvest time with donations
from our congregation.

In the past our Minister has acted as chaplain to the elderly in two of the sheltered housing complexes in the town,
holding short services and administering the sacrament of Communion. We have used leaflet drops to invite people within
the developing parish to our special services.

The Church Halls are used on a regular basis throughout the year by all organisations associated with the Church. In
addition, they are used by Government & Local Authority – Local & National Elections, Fairtrade Coffee Mornings, Tai
Kwan Do – Martial Arts, A.A. and other groups from time to time.

The South Kirk Singers, a mixed voice choir with 20 members,
meets weekly on a Sunday evening between September and
April to rehearse and share fellowship. The choir holds concerts
within the church at Christmas and in April and has raised funds

for many charities over the years. We also
perform concerts on request for other
local organisations throughout the year,
often assisting in their own fundraising.Whi burn
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Whitburn Town Facilities
Whitburn has a population of approx. 10,500. This is expanding due to the
construction of housing developments as part of the Heartlands scheme
(permission granted for approx. 2,000 additional homes) and council housing
currently being built (approx. 165 homes). Other areas of the town have a stable
housing structure.

The town feeds 2 secondary schools (one non-denominational and one Roman
Catholic which is in close proximity) and 4 primary schools (three non-
denominational, one Roman Catholic).

Demographic data shows that 63% of the population are of working age, with 20%
being children and 17% of pensionable age. The town has higher than average
deprivation, with c. 22% of working age residents claiming benefits (vs. 17.5%
averages for West Lothian and Scotland nationally). A higher proportion of the
town's homes are in the lowest Council Tax band, with a lower-than average
proportion in the highest bands. Health indicators show that Whitburn has a
higher-than average proportion of residents claiming Disability Living Allowance,
and a higher-than average proportion with coronary heart disease.

The infrastructure described below is available to the residents and visitors.
Regular public transport is provided to all the surrounding towns as well as
Edinburgh and Glasgow with their international airports. Within 4 miles of
Whitburn you have the choice of 2 rail links covering Edinburgh and Glasgow.
Stirling is also within easy reach.
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Whitburn Town Facilities
Two of our oldest organisations, Whitburn Brass Band, which formed in 1871 and
Whitburn Bowling Club which formed in 1887, are known throughout Great Britain.

For all ages we have a Swimming Pool with modern Keep Fit Club attached
(www.westlothianleisure.com), Library, Community Centre and for the community
there is a Doctor’s Surgery served by 7 doctors, 2 Dental Surgeries, 3 Funeral
Directors, Post Office, Police Station, Fire Station, 3 Homes for the Elderly, Whitburn
Junior Football Club including children’s teams, Community Council, Cemeteries,
Masonic lodge and a good mix of clubs and shops. Local A&E services are provided at
St. John’s Hospital in Livingston.

Our Children’s Gala Day was formed in 1907 and the Queen is chosen from one of the
local primary schools. A civic week was added in 1968 and it is now reckoned to be
the biggest Gala Day in central Scotland. Polkemmet Country Park with 169 acres on
Whitburn’s boundary was opened to the public in 1981 and has a 9-hole golf course,
bowling green, children’s play area, walks and picnic spots. One of the biggest
shopping centres in Scotland, Livingston, is 8 miles from Whitburn with further
information available from: www.shopthecentre.co.uk and
www.livingstondesigneroutlet.com/index.htm
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Useful websites
Our Church website

www.whitburnsouth.org.uk

 Our Church Facebook site

fb.com/whitburnsouth

West Lothian Council website

www.westlothian.gov.uk

Further details and applications
Informal enquiries to the Interim Moderator:

Revd Alistair Cowper

Tel: 01506 357083

Email: acowper@churchofscotland.org.uk

Applications with CV and details of two referees to the Clerk to the Nominating Committee:

Mr Iain Glen

Tel: 07900 004155

Email: iaglen@btinternet.com
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